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This newsletter provides a brief update on the Sustainable Transportation Partnership of 
the Central Okanagan (STPCO) activities that occurred during spring 2019. 

The Sustainable Transportation Partnership of the Central Okanagan (STPCO) is a formal partnership of the 
City of Kelowna, City of West Kelowna, Districts of Lake Country and Peachland, Westbank First Nation and 
the Regional District of Central Okanagan. The organization coordinates the regional delivery of sustainable 
transportation programs and projects in support of common regional policy, plans and interests (economic, 
social and environmental). 

STPCO Local Government Advisory Board:

•  Colin Basran, Mayor, City of Kelowna
•  Gord Milsom, Mayor, City of West Kelowna
•  Gail Given, Chair, Regional District of Central Okanagan
•  James Baker, Mayor, District of Lake Country
•  Cindy Fortin, Mayor, District of Peachland
•  Chief Roxanne Lindley, Westbank First Nation

The STPCO also provides a formal forum for discussion amongst elected officials, senior and technical staff, 
as well as stakeholders and the general public. More information regarding the LGA STPCO Meetings can 
be found at smarttrips.ca/stpco-meetings. For more information on the STPCO, contact Rafael Villarreal, 
rvillarreal@kelowna.ca. 



Connecting our Region: Let’s Talk 
Transportation event and questionnaire
In the spring of 2019, the regional transportation planning 
team launched Let’s Talk Transportation - an in-person 
event and online questionnaire designed to understand 
the values and interests of Central Okanagan residents 
and obtain input on potential transportation options. 

Invitations and notices were circulated through the 
STPCO partners’ social media networks, a news release, 
the SmartTRIPS website, and posters were placed in each 
community. A shuttle bus service was offered to residents 
of Peachland, West Kelowna and WFN to facilitate their 
commute to and from the event at UBCO.”

On April 24th, 2019 more than 90 people from across 
the region gathered at the University of British 
Columbia Okanagan (UBCO) to take part in an in-depth 
conversation about the future of transportation in the 
region. Working in small groups, participants discussed 
ways to make getting around the region more accessible, 
convenient and enjoyable. They explored regional and 
community-specific transportation challenges and took 
part in discussions where they commented on potential 

transportation solutions for seven geographic areas 
in the region. Participants added their own ideas for 
potential projects, programs, and policies that should be 
considered. 

To broaden the engagement, the project team also 
released a multi-part, in-depth, online questionnaire. 
In total, 577 people responded and provided over 1600 
individual comments. 

Residents from communities across the Central 
Okanagan participated in the engagement opportunities 
and included representatives from a wide variety of 
geographic areas and local organizations, as well as 
students, seniors, people with diverse abilities, and 
elected officials.

The results of the engagement will be used to inform 
both the Regional Transportation Plan and the Okanagan 
Gateway Transportation Study. A summary of the 
engagement results is anticipated for release later this 
summer and will be available at smartTRIPS.ca. 2



Okanagan Gateway Study
The Okanagan Gateway project, which launched in spring 2019, is a 
partnership between the City of Kelowna, the Kelowna International 
Airport, the University of British Columbia and the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. As a major regional hub, this study 
will inform the STPCO’s Regional Transportation Plan.The study will 
define future projects, programs and policies that will strengthen the 
economy and quality of life in the region by improving connections to 
the airport, the university and Highway 97. It will support the vision of 
the airport, university and surrounding area as a growing, vibrant and 
connected hub, that benefits the whole region.

Transit Funding Applications
In partnership with BC Transit, funding applications for the Investing 
in Canada Infrastructure Program (ICIP) are being prepared 
for key transit infrastructure investments that are essential to 
achieving regional transportation goals.  The current operations 
and maintenance facility  in Kelowna is over capacity, which is 
constraining the ability to add more service.  The City of Kelowna 
and BC Transit  will be conducting a design exercise for a new facility 
near UBC. At least four other projects are planned for the same 
funding application stream, including the Airport Exchange and 
various multi-modal hubs and exchanges of regional relevance. 

Fall Transit Service Changes
September 2019 transit service changes have been finalized. Seasonal 
service levels on routes with summer service reductions (routes 1, 
4, 6, 8, 23, 97) are being reinstated in preparation for increased fall 
commuter and student travel demand. Service is being expanded in 
West Kelowna with the restructuring of existing routes 24 and 28, the 
introduction of services to the full extent of Shannon Lake Road, as well 
as additonal Sunday and weekday service on route 97 on the Westside. 
Mid-day service frequency will be expanded on route 8 in Kelowna with 
minor service reduction on select under-performing community bus 
routes (3, 15). The service changes come into effect on Sept 1, 2019. 
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Bikeshare 
Permit Program

Kelowna’s Bikeshare Permit Program is now open to multiple operators and 
vehicle types, including electric bicycles and scooters. The City of Kelowna has 
issued permits to several companies to provide electric scooters for short-term 
rentals, making Kelowna the first city in Western Canada with scooter share. 
Under current Provincial regulations, electric scooters will only be permitted 
on off-street pathways such as the Okanagan Rail Trail. The Province has 
committed to reviewing the Motor Vehicle Act to incorporate new types of 
vehicles, including electric scooters, within the next year.

Active Transportation 
Updates

Bike to 
Work and 
School 
Week
Thousands of residents 
across the Central 
Okanagan hopped on 
their bikes from May 27 - 
June 2 to participate in the 
event. More than 2,300 
riders travelled 91,500 
kilometres and saved 
19,800 kilograms of GHGs 
during the week.

Thirty Central Okanagan 
schools registered for 
Bike to School Week with 
their students collectively 
travelling 70,760 
kilometres by bike.

For event photos, prize 
winners and more 
about this event, visit 
smartTRIPS.ca. 


